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WKA ð a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping people know how much fun it is to fly kites!  

For the latest news check our website: wka-kiteflyers.org 

Iôm constantly amazed at the enthusiasm of our kite members 

and the kiting community. Only being involved in the Kite 

World about 8 years now we find fellowship everywhere we 

turn. The Kidôs Day project at WSKIF has been inspiring, to 

say the least.  

 

A couple years ago we started looking for a sponsor to work 

with us on offsetting some of our costs for the eventsô pins. It 

proved to be successful not only for this eventsô need, but 

also for the businesses involved. This year weôd like to 

Thank Dave and Keli Colbert of Above It All Kites for the 

needed sponsorship. As you may know, Dave and Keli have 

closed the doors on their store front in Long Beach and now 

focus their attention to their website: aboveitallkites.com. 

Being long time members of the kiting community and 

supporters of kite clubs, kite associations and the World Kite 

Museum (just to name a few) we are very happy to have them 

work with us on the Kidôs Day Event at WSKIF this year and 

wish them much success in the future. Dave and Keliôs new 

pin design is sure to capture every kid and grandparentôs eye, 

plus those avid pin collectors who will want to have one of 

the limited pin sets to add to their collection. In addition to 

the limited sets, Dave has also had another special pin made. 

Heôll be selling it to add to the Kidôs Day event pin group. 

Youôll need to see him at his vendor booth on the walk to the 

beach for that one. 

 

Our kite makers have been hard at it this year again. Anne 

Huston and James Babst have had scissors and sewing 

machines buzzing since last fall. Anne has done a lot of the 

cutting and James has been sewing up a storm. The first 65 

kids to sign up will have a pick of their creations. I hope to 

have a feature photo in the next issue of our club newsletter 

for all of those who didnôt make it to the event this year to 

see. 

 

Talking about kite building, we need to give a Special Thank 

You to the World Kite Museum. After the February Kite 

Museum Kite Build this year, which Rod Beamguard and 

Carveth Kramer taught, we got to talking to Chelsea Libby 

about kite building and Kids Day at WKISF. She said there 

were materials in a back room which needed to be put to 

some good use and she wanted to know if they could be used 

for Kid's Day. We were able to get some much needed spars, 

material and Dacron for our projects. Weôd like to again say 

Thank You for these materials. You may not recognize them 

in the sky this year but, rest assured, they are up there. 

Naturally, 65 kites wonôt meet the needs of all the kids who 

come to the event and donôt have kites to fly. We normally 

hand out 200 to 350 kites each year. So again we look for 

people who can help us find more kites so every kid can 

enjoy the fun and excitement of being able to fly a kite on 

Kidôs Day. Theresa Norelius of The Kite Shoppe came to 

our rescue again this year. Through her sources we were able 

to purchase some kites and we received donations from 

Tanger Mall in Lincoln City and the Lincoln City Chamber of 

Commerce. Weôll have about 265 plus kites to hand out this 

year!!!  

 

Glenda Kleppin has headed this event for as long as weôve 

been involved and our Fairy Godmother has been the glue 

which keeps us all going in the same direction. Time and 

health issues are taking their toll on her and mobility has 

become an issue this year. Sheôll be there keeping us going in 

the right direction, but from what we hear Kristian Slater is 

going to head our group next year with Glenda guiding him. 

Kristian has been involved with the program since he was one 

of the kids flying the kites on the field. He progressed into 

running some of the events and was helping me do some of 

the announcing. Even though away at school during the 

school year he will be back working with us to make sure 

next yearôs event doesnôt skip a beat. Thanks Kristian, we 

look forward to working with you. 

 

Being a long time pin collector, Glenda handed me a Bear 

years ago which had a few pins on its vest. She said it had 

been donated to auction off for the Kidôs Day event at 

WSKIF. She asked me to see if I could get more pins to fill 

the vest and said all money from the auction would go to 

purchasing more kites for the event. Little did I know the 

Bear would soon take on the name Dawgy Dude and would 

soon become a mascot for Kidôs Day at WSKIF. I donôt know 

how many pins have been placed on the vest over the years 

(Continued on page 3) 
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WSIKF ð Volunteers Needed 
 

1. Foster Grandparents Fly, held 

Wednesday August 21, 2013, from  

9-11 a.m.  

Because of the large number of 

children who show up (between 250 

and 300 in past years), we will need 

as many hands as possible to match 

kids with appropriate kites and to 

help them learn to fly them. If you 

can teach one kid about kites, or 

teach a dozen, your help will be 

deeply appreciated. 
 

 

2. Free meal for volunteers at the WKA banquet, Wed 8/21/13, 

starting at 3:00 p.m. on until closing. 
 

Help is needed in the following positions: 

a. Raffle. All help is appreciated for sorting, bagging/tagging, 

and putting out the raffle items on tables as they come in. This 

involves asking donors as they enter to write their item 

description and their name on their raffle bags. You then place 

the items and tape the bags on tables and walls. Ticket drawers 

are also needed during the raffle and runners to take items to the 

winners. 

b. Banquet Meal. 6-8 volunteers at 3:00 p.m. to prep food (2-3 

people to cut bread, assemble salads, put out 

condiments and beverages), cook food (1-2 people to 

put in and take out lasagnas and bread), and serve 

attendees (3 people). 

c. Hall Setup. 1-2 volunteers to arrange tables, chairs, set up 

microphone, and be a Grange Hall point-of-contact if the 

restrooms need to be cleaned and/or stocked. 

d. Clean up. After the event, everyone who can 

stay and help are needed to clean the kitchen, tidy 

the grange hall, and haul garbage bags to the 

beach parking lot dumpsters as there are no 

dumpsters at the Grange Hall. 

e. Go Green. WKA encourages 

attendees to bring their own eating plates, cups, 

and utensils to reduce our garbage. But don't 

worry, we will still provide paper plates and 

plastic utensils. But, wouldn't it be nicer to eat 

on your own solid plate with regular utensils? 

3. WKA Booth . 14 volunteers to share the AKA space in the red 

and white tent. Ideally, WKA would like the table staffed 

Monday-Saturday 10:00 a.m.ð5:00 p.m.  

If fewer volunteers sign up, the table would be staffed 

Wednesday-Saturday 11:00 

a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

 

Duties include talking about 

and signing up WKA 

members and selling WKA 

products. Accountability for 

cash box is required. Time 

slots are flexible. 

 

Bonnie Ecker, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whidbey Island Kite Festival  

Special Notice 
Single-liners coming to Whidbey wanting a parking 

spot adjacent to the field must email Allen Taylor at 

Allen@taylor635.com. First come first served. 

Online registration for sport kiters and for meals, 

shirts, pins, and hats is now open 

 

Will we see you in September?? 

OCEAN SHORES KITES  FUN FLY'IN  

Info brought to you in rhyme 
Saturday/SundayðAugust 17 & 18 

 

How about a weekend of fly'in kites? 

   Coloring the sky with forms everyone likes!! 

Bring them to Ocean Shores to the beach 

   Its easy to get there - itôs within your reach. 

There will be outdoor and indoor sport kite competition 

   Also a raffle and dinner as a great addition. 

  

The outdoor competition will be on the beach!!!!    

The indoor will be at the elementary school where it is 

usually held!!!   As will be the dinner, raffle, awards, 

etc!!!                 

Check for times at the sound tent. 

  

Dinner tickets are $10 and you know how good it is.    

Can be purchased at the Ocean Shores shop or at the 

school.    

Register for competition at www.nwskl.org ð  check 

for event times.  

Ocean Shores Kites usually  provides sun and wind for 

a great event!!!  

See you there...in the air!!! 

  

Lisa Root NWSKL 

 

(Editorôs note: óSun and windô ð how cool is that? 

Do they have the inside track??? Hmmmmm.) 
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but I do know we have raised a lot of money for kites 

and have put a lot of smiles on kids faces due to this 

donation from so long ago.  

Dawgy has become an icon and itôs sad to see his 

empty vest after the auction. Weôve been fortunate for 

the donations which people from all around the country 

have sent us. I havenôt pushed much for pin donations 

as weôve had a good count to keep the vest full every 

year. I hate to keep bothering folks for donations. We 

will be able to fill the vest this year though most will 

be local pins from Northwest kite events. Next year we 

need your help. Iôm putting out a call for kite pins, 

patches and kite building supplies!  

 

Kids are the future to our Kite World and the 

enjoyment weôve all come to know through this 

wonderful hobby. Kristian Slater is just an example of 

what Iôm talking about. We need more of him to keep 

our hobby alive. Please help Glenda, Kristian and all 

those helpers of Kidôs Day keep the ñSmiles on Kids 

Facesò as they fly their kites during Kids Day and 

WSKIF! 

 

Donations can be sent to  

Larry Christensen  

16952 NW Bernietta Ct.  

Portland, Oregon 97229. 

Email: 

Lrcconst@hevanet.com  

 

Larry Christensen 

(Continued from page 1) Snohomish Rotary ð Fun with Kites 
 

When the email came to WKA and Sylvia sent it through the 

Board, I waited a couple weeks. As a newbie, maybe there was 

someone who did the talks. Couple of weeks later I asked Sylvia 

if anyone had responded to Pete Reeder's request for a kite talk 

at the Snohomish Rotary Club. No one had, so I made the 

connection. I lived the closest to Snohomish and I knew the 

meeting location. 

 

Pete was excited. He remembers flying kites as a kid and thought 

this would be a fun topic. Rotary clubs are business folks (library 

director, school president and a VP, a park ranger, the executive 

director for a sailing vessel...) who focus on peace type activities 

around the world, like getting clean water to a poverty area, 

getting electricity to tribal villages, teaming up with Bill Gates to 

eradicate polio. 

 

The date was for August 1 at 7:00 a.m. I brought several kites for 

show and tell, newsletters, membership forms and business cards, 

plus my laptop. They held their meeting which went quickly. 

Right before I was to talk they did "Happy Dollars" where they 

go around the table and everyone donates a buck or more and 

says why they are happy. Pete, the host for my talk, gave a buck 

for being happy I was there, and another buck for something else. 

Some were really funny. What a great way to build up their funds. 

 

I was next. Good thing I had practiced before going so I wouldn't 

stumble with what I was going to say next. I still used my paper 

to keep me on track. It was a small group of 11, with only 3 men. 

I was able to ñreadò the attendees and impart some comments 

according to any they would interject during my talk. I followed 

up with a few photos of WSIKF and single/dual/quad line flying 

videos. I taught myself how to edit my videos within 48 hours of 

the talk with Windows Live Movie Maker, a free program already 

on my laptop. Worked slick. I plopped them into PowerPoint and 

manually clicked on them to start. 

 

In the end, I had diamond kite kits and everyone made one for 

flying. We got a group photo and everyone thanked me and 

seemed quite happy with the talk. No one decorated their kites 

with Sharpies; probably like me, too embarrassed to venture into 

the drawing arena. 

 

Bonnie Ecker, WKA Secretary 

 



ð4ð 

What a fabulous day for the PCKA Kids Day in the Park. It 

was sunny, warm and the kids generated their own wind flying 

their kites. The rest of us just asked for a ñfew more miles per 

hourò please!! I thought I heard Bob Wendt say 300 kites were 

made.  
 

The kids not only had fun making and flying kites, the 

bol run was fun for all the age groups!! It was amazing to 

see how the small kids (some with a little help) got the 

bols in the air!! 
 

Tommye Babst Photos 
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WKA  

Balance Sheets 
 

Presented by 

Marianne Austin, 

Treasureer. 

 

These two files give 

us the 2012 year end 

and current as of 

7/19/2013. 
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Associated Oregon Kiters (AOK)  
Contact: Deb Cooley 

Email: tucoolkites@earthlink.net 

PO Box 25616, Portland OR 97298 

Membership includes 4 issues per year newsletter 

Ben Franklin Kite Society (BFKS) 
Contact Larry Zilar 

509-627-6751 or email:  zilarlm@charter.net 

Lavender Winds Kite Club  
Brian Bradley  

email: KiteBear@aol.com  

meet 2nd Sunday, noon in  Long Beach, WA 

Lilac City Wind Chasers (LCWC)  
Contact Bill Cox 

509-327-7974 or  

email: cxbil@aol.com 

Starting in June meet first Sunday of the month in Sky Prairie 

Park, W. Strong Rd, just east of N Five Mile Rd, Spokane, WA 

Northwest Sport Kite League  NWSKL)  
Contact Bud Hayes  

email: bud@thehayesplace.com  Calendar at www.nwskl.org 

Peninsula Breeze Blenders 
Contact Bill Rogers or Lisa Ryan 

email: lisaryan@mail.com or billrogers@earthlink.net   

Meets 2nd Wednesday every month, Fire Station, Loxie Egan Blvd. 

Pierce County Kiteflyers Assn (PCKA)  
President: Bob Wendt 

Puyallup, WA 98374, 253-848-6325 (home) 

staff@pcka.info  Calendar at www.pcka.info  

Squalicum Kite Flyers (SKF) 
Contact Mike Button 360-733-7380  email: kite102@aol.com 

Fun fly every Wednesday & Sunday afternoons during daylight 

savings time until sunset 

Zuanich Point Park, Squalicum Harbor. Bellingham WA 

Washington Kitefliers Assn. (WKA)  
Contact: Butch Harviston 

email: harviston.west@comcast.net 

Address on back page of newsletter 

Membership includes 4 issues per year newsletter 

Westport Windriders  (WW) 
Contact: Bary Crites 

360 491-8605 

email: bigbearkites@comcast.net 

meets 4th Saturday every month at Grayland Beach,  

followed by potluck at Willapa Grange Hall 

Whidbey Island Kite Flyers (WIKF)  
Meets 3rd Saturday April - Oct at Fort Casey  

contact Lisa Root 360-678-7052    LRoot0208@aol.com  

www.whidbeykiteclub.org  

American KitefliersAssociation (AKA)  
Contact Scott Davis - Regional Director  

email: region10@aka.kite.org  Regional: www.aka.kite.org/

region10 or www.aka.kite.org 

British Columbia Kitefliers  Assn (BCKA) 
PO Box 755 

101-1001 W. Broadway 

Vancouver, BC Canada V6H 4E4 

Membership: $20 (CDN) 

Includes quarterly newsletter 

www.bcka.bc.ca 

Kite Clubs 

The Newsletter of the Washington Kitefliers 
Association is published four times yearly. 
Subscriptions are part of membership in the 
WKA. 

The WKA Mailing Address is: 
 

Washington Kitefliers Association 
Pacific Science Center 
200 2nd Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98109-4816 
 
Editor:   Marzlie Freeman 

   marzlie@centurylink.net 

Non-solicited articles are always encouraged. 
Notification is required if contribution is 
submitted to any other publication. Return of 
materials must be requested along with a 
stamped self-addressed envelope.  

Advertising rates and information sheets are 
available upon request. 

Accuracy of contents rests with the individual 
contributor, the WKA Newsletter being held 
harmless in the event of any error. The views 
presented in the WKA Newsletter are not 
necessarily the views of the editor, or the 
Washington Kitefliers Association. 

Become a Member of WKA  
 

To encourage membership in the Washington 
Kitefliers Association, The WKA Lasagna Dinner 
ticket prices will be the same as last year: $8.00 for 
WKA members. The dinner ticket will cost $10 for non 
members.   
 

We will be serving the same great meal of lasagna, 
salad, beverages with cake for dessert at this yearôs 
dinner on Wednesday, August 21. We will be at the 
Grange Hall on Sandridge Road in Long Beach. You 
may renew your dues, or apply for membership, at the 
door. 
 

The annual raffle and auction of kite related items will 
be held after the dinner. This is our only event to raise 
funds for WKA each year to support our programs. 
 

Sylvia Bernauer 
Membership Director 

mailto:prez@pcka.org
mailto:LRoot0208@aol.com
http://www.whidbeykiteclub.org
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Notes from the Prez  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello kite loversð 

 

It seems like the kite season is well 

under way. I have already attended 

more kite flying events than in any 

other year. Hope you are having as 

much fun as I'm having. A recent one 

day event was the Hoedown for 

Hunger gathering at Magnuson Park, 

Saturday July 27th. I haven't seen Erv 

Crosbyôs old kite flying in a long time.  

Flew kites with Mark Williams from 

Marysville.  Small 

winds, small group of 

flyers,  big fun in the 

sun. 

 

 

 

WSIKF 2013 Notesð 

 

Do you have your reservations all set for WSIKF? Remember 

to get your beach pass and take part in the on-beach activities. 

I am looking forward to this wonderful week. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!   

 

On Wednesday of WSIKF week the WKA hosts a fun evening  

time to meet old friends and maybe some new ones. The 

lasagna dinner and raffle is organized by your WKA Board.  

But we need your help in the kitchen and taking tickets and 

working with the raffle gang. If you can help please let me or 

one of the other board members know as early as you can. You 

can email me or any of the 

other board members, or 

tell us on Monday or 

Tuesday at the festival. 

Your help will greatly be 

appreciated. You are all 

invited to this special 

meeting of kite lovers. 

Remember Wednesday 

August 21, delicious 

Lasagna dinner and raffle. 

 

Another fine way to share 

our love of kiting is to 

volunteer with the ñFoster 

Grandparents to Help 

Kids Flyò kite event on 

Wednesday. I have done this in past years and itôs lots of fun. 

We are also looking for someone to head up this event in 

coming years. Please think about volunteering and help 

organize this event next year and years to come. 

 

Butch Harviston 

MAKE KITES 

FLY KITES! 

Fellow kite flyers 

Enough wind for Butchôs ground display 


