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WASHINGTON KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION

WKA & a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping people know how much fun it is to fly kites!
For the latest news check our website: wkéiteflyers.org

A Tale of Kite Tails flying it much so decided to sell. | was sure glad about his decision

Kite tailsd they can do so much to enhance the beauty of a iﬁf@egause the bright magenta color on the kite is one Of. my fav
or give it drag to calm down a wildly fluctuating kite. But some ite colors. After flying the kite a couple of seasons, | just
other fun things can be achieved too with a kite tail. Over my 2
years of flying kites, | encountered a memorable kite tail in tryi ame magenta an d ot her coal or
to learn to fly dual line with d&rlby Kite s por t ki t e. ! aw%fou&ndoexeg [he I'sqrg @ue on the kite was exactly the sa
as manyTrlby kites now, the matching color tail of the striped
diamond shape kite could really fill the sky when flown in a sta

The 40 foot long tails could slice straight across the flying spac gt e | and t ?fil ! in ot hg Fdr i dl?'yl
spin in fabulous arcs or circles, and the more of them, the greafg?’vays a large group of flyers, many experienced sport kite le

show behind the kites. When §f biiéusreﬁlr“_r‘?ir?g’mbtleocl’(ﬁlh g nﬁ'f'
to have a partner assist you as they had to be either held up, Tk .t € cha engfe_ (I)d ying to possibly unknowri music. My
propped against a pole, |o0g, asyp! tantooptltg I tl%ygauég\g@@_/e Irtiy,hwgﬁlusqgtpﬁt?

their own, unless flown in a stack. Before taking off, one has toOUr festivals and also had ht sport kite flying. | remember

@gppened to see a transition tail in a shop which looked like the

Wow! They are absolutely beautiful together, and look like they
,fere made to fly together. At WSIKF 2011 | decided to use this

orite

nd 5t

untangle all the assorted coll(‘? 84 tog'iel§e%r§éolna)y"ittﬁﬁoﬁgu%gyti. g"&

not be a bunch of tied up tails in the 8kpefore the wind tangles ?r? ua_ted to mostly flylng nldsailers,ha step up A
them on the field or the beach. ying. 1om glad e came; It
A few years ago | had Ryro sport kite with several bright ) . ; :
colors on it. One day | saw a package of fabric bow tails in a kiljgng ta|I.beh|npl the kite. | lifted off toa completely unheard of
store and thought theydd be §q5(1jg1 ‘_’IV' b@”'qh?%e@“e }‘nﬂgnh’ V&g B(éludseq-tﬂsé‘uqlwoqfdthed
the bows were exactly the same colors as on this kite, so went and tail. About halt way througn, I'de éd towind up fo do a
searching for more of the same colored bows. Wen& Gail spin. (now it happened there was a relatively strong wind, at |
Crosby closed their shop in Everett, | found some packages of o i d.
these tails. 106d been | ooki n% ina&t lﬁ’é’lme?(fﬁd?‘ﬁg,; b & tlﬁé*fif]vd
out long ago and were not stocking them at the time. | was arti :f ut-ar :j te a z a eac b
delighted to find more packages of the right colors. By now | m {‘ Yo as ten e a at 't ne spine
have at least six sections of bow tails. A couple years ago at elcro and slipped the ta'_l clip up the spine and refas_tened th
WSIKF | decided to use this kite with all the matching bow taileﬁlcrant']th t?e ;tron? ng' ?fn(:]the pull fror; tt?e tq:l,ﬂthe \Ge
one of the two sport kite ballet competitions | do for fun. My go ened, the c_lpr{ust S 'pgeh off the spine, an é e(}al oste
friendCal Yuensai d hedd assist me o _rcl) gH t@e ar EerPS&E. t e]_ggtar\geeaprgis ﬁezlzl (A@rfl vl
laid out the long clipped together tail sections on the beach so ' B.‘ M3|/ mo_u:] was anic;lng okpen as(lj atched '.:js"é' .
woul dnét tangle as | was | if FHT (ﬁatséé'f;’v'lt %“l:]tge;?;'/'lth% 'fltZ?SF)?t ugg’%d‘ﬁc\l,v% t%ogl{f)
About 50 feet of tails followi t kite th h the ai . L
bout 50 feet of bow tails following my sport kite through the a'that the last time Steve saw me fly | was hardly keeping it up

making lazy circles or wavy lines. It is so much fun to fly a kite
'ng 'azy ¢ Navy | ! ven T yax air. Then | settled back down into the rhythm of the music, en|

with a tail. | got through the whole number, never stumbling or h Cof th b d landed on the last note. Wow. that
crashing. It was so much fun, | hope others enjoyed watching. | € rest ot tné number and landed on the fast note. Wow, tha
p!lwas still shaking my head over the lost tail' | knew some

now have all the bows wound on a spool for when | attach the tféﬁ , . _ _ ;
without having an impossibly tiedp mess in a bag! would retrieve and return the tail, and | will fly it another day,
Now we can talk about another kind of tail design, calleda M@y be next season, but not d
itransition tailo because t hétor\zzoé eotqnmtﬁlmftégﬁ)t.ﬁwa\éqanr%es dcwwn
from predominantly one color to another color. Again, | found Recently, | sa ayne oniaand told them my story. Way
something in a kite store which really caught my attention. A fe ho ug ht . t wo u l'd have been ¢
years ago at the kite swap sale at the Whidbey Island Kite Fes ,)Frppero as i tN would have b
| purchased a sport kite frovayne Turner. He éd enj aoa( el G IeI ed | a fwardr O_b e malf
kite; it flew well; but di dn@{llc&rgbgsoinwchfu%. compet IS)fIvlag%rrgager a

years. He agreed to assist me on the field, and helped lay out the

ite
S C
tljg ht
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12-15 mph) doing the spin caused something totally unexpected.
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Attending Fort Wor de n 6 sthensélves.d theepughey enjoy the geaplé vha agerd.d @t?o
socialize with familiar and new (to me) fliers, or not, if | so
choose (which doesndét work
\ | dynamite, the Roundtable is extremely enlightening, and the
food is acceptable. For me it is three days of no phone,
virtually no cell phone or internet connection, no cooking or
W8 worrying about other tasks. It is gettingt of the house and
away from reality. Bliss!

| If you are still undecided as to whether to attend the 2012
-4 Fort Worden Kitemakers Conference, thinkwhy not? Be

) selfish and think of yourself. Join the camaraderie of kite
fliers in a beautiful setting. It's a mimacation and not too
far from home.

Why NOT? Bonnie Ecker, WKA Secretary

Cost is not the only factor in deciding to attend the Fort
Worden Kitemakers Conference. You also

need to consider if there are classes whic
suit your fancy. This was my dilemma in
2011. Back and forth | went with my
decision. My husban
want to go alone? Should | take the RV o
choose a dorm room? Were there enough
classes for my beginner skill level? My
decision was to not attend.

This verdict did not sit well; something kej

/7 Photos provided bBonnie Ecker

Scenes at the Fort.

nagging me. Over and over | reviewed the classes a
cost. | was no stranger to a sewing machine, so | cO U
try an intermediate class for my second conference. |
a savings account and this would not break my bank.
light bulb lit upd | do nothaveto attend classes the
entire three days. | could just go outside and fly kites!
did have an idea for sewing a bag to fit our stack of
Trlbys. An empty room would work for that.

What really overturned my decision was the attendee
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Ki dés D a y at WS Kngdep big giffgyerjceqin the program and in making this
event continue on.

This is | ate for 2011, bh_u i 6 a |k
about. Kidés Day is an oS :
forward to every year. Our sponsor this year was
The Kite Shoppe and we thank Theresa
Noreliusé f or her contri but
comes down for the event wants to fly a kite.
Most kids come kite-less when they arrive, but all
have a kite and event pin in hand when they
leave. We also want to thank all who have so
generously donated their time to help make this
event one of the annually awaited centerpieces
for this week long festival.

We are so fortunate to have the support needed
to put on this event. Glenda Kleppin recruited
Carl and Debbie Fitzgerald and Pat and | about
5 years ago while at the PCKA Orting Kite
Festival. |1 tés been fu
smiles on the kidbés fadag
their kites and rush off with an adult to help get

them into the air. | dg ] =

kids we had, but |1 6m as . o m .

this past year. That 0s a DawgyDudehith &lénh Austin (lek)ardieady Chrigtenken | ||t h
demand. Our supporters were very generous with (right) Photo from the archives
contributionsfromT h e Ki t e Sho Flag, EIl mer és

and Banner, Ocean Shores Kite, Prism and a number

of other manufacturers. One supporter who really stood e had a stuffed Dog donated (5 years ago) wearing a

out was Anne Huston. vest full of collectible pins on it. This dog has now
become the Kidds Day mascot a

The _first kids to register had a SDECia| treat this year as Dawgy Dude. Each year we have filled his vest with kite

64 kites were hand made by Anne Huston and some of pins/patches and auction him off at the annual WKA

her kite making helpers. The kids were in awe as every Spaghetti/ Lasagna feed at WSKIF. We have raised

kite was different and each had its own bag. We had several hundred dollars each year, which goes directly

preassembled all the kites donated, so selections were  pzck to buying kites for the following year. Last year

made easily. But the best @dhhdndMadignnenugin wefelhe Bigh biddré dnc

were all finally in flight -- it was a sight to behold. The  won the auction. The Austins have been such great
kids were so prOUd of their selections and how well their suppor ter s over t he year s and

kites flew next to the other kids on the field. There were Competitiveness in driving the bids up and |aughing all
somebigs mi | es out there, not the RNayButW8nebdybur thelp htcSasva@ &L e t r
but parents as well and t htgfildHe %3t witly motekRe pf/gatheb forpgi2.! 0 1 |
never forget. Our thanks goes to Anne and her helpers  \we were fortunate to have pins donated last year by
as you are very special members of the Kite World we  westport Wind Riders, Anne Huston, Lisa Root,
all enjoy. If any of you have any extra ripstop laying Whidbey Island Kite Flyers, AOK, WKA, Kathy
around. or |l arge scraps vy OGbéde\/inH,iDl’fﬁ@ent,N?anc§§o%kwﬁddoftth@ a wprth
cause, please contact AnnewiQdjammés aansd Weaonh |s upruet tthheerme twoe r
good use for the kids. 6Thank You All & for your c¢ont
) some pins or patches |lying ar
Anot her part of Kidos Day th&wolthh Gust, thinkdof us. &butah contacSebbliea v et
be able to purchase the kites and pins needed for the Fitzgerald at Carl 1221 @comcast.net or me (Larry

(2]

event. WKA has been so supportive on this and has Christensen) at Lrcconst@hevanet.com.
backed the event for years. This economy has taken its
toll on all organizations Wwadr aveldd fkiadd ftdrywardd ttoo hied |pf

as needed. Several years ago we looked for a Sponsor 2012 and putting some more smiles on a lot of faces as
for this event to Sponsor the event Pin. We auctioned they once again get to fly th
off the opportunity and had The Kite Shoppe step up,  WSKIF. May we always have good winds, fair skies, a

not just once, but twice now, since we introduced the good kite and a Big Smile to make each day better!
sponsorship. Weédheedal Fbabadnd Banner

and now this year Revolution Kites. These folks have | arry Christensen
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Hello WKA Members

Here is a little reminder for you
allo

The Fort Worden Kitemakers
Conference is coming up in
March.

This means three things:
Y making kites
Y hanging out with good
friends
Y and raffle time!
\'
The raffle is a big part of keeping the conference going, an
of course, your attendance.

Now | know not everyone will be able to make it to the Fort

this year, but that doesn't mean you can't donate to the
raffle. | will take donations early as well, if you want to give

them to me. That way we will have things labeled before we

get there.

Just send me an email at rafflelady@kitemakers.org and we

can either meet up if you are close by, or | will give you my
address.

Please make sure to have a list of your items and your name

as the donor when donating.
Thanks!

| do hope to see your smiling face
as you buy your raffle tickets at the
Fort this March. There are a lot of
great classes this year and as
always a great raffle! See you
soon!

Kara Zubal
Your New Raffle Lady!

EI O CgCC C 33 3 3 43 3 343 q
N Pierce County Parks [
I PCKA Family Kites in the Park Day [
[ I
I Mark your calendars for July 28! Pierce County I

0 Parks and Recreation has teamed with the PCKAto
sponsor a Family Fun Kite Day at the Chambers
I Bay Central Meadow.

H In addition to widespread advertising, PC Parks vgill
be bringing in food vendors, a bounce house for

I little kids and expanded parking areas. They will Be

[ supporting the kite fliers by inviting vendors and ||
allowing us to mark off flying areas and allowing I

i stakes for banners and kite anchors. [

[ we will have kids kitemaking, a large kite display|]
| field, sport kite demonstrations and lessons I
[ throughout the day. This will be a huge expansi0ﬂ1

of the PCKA Fun Fly from past year§Ve really

dv

I need a lot of participation by all of the kiting [
| community if this is to be an annual eventMore ||
I information and schedules will be posted in I
I upcoming newsletters and by email as final detailﬁ

are worked out. 0
[| Bob Wendt I
I PCKA President I

e e T e B e B e Y e Y e e T e Y e e O e O e [ el e W e Wl

I WKA Board Members

| PresidentRick White
I Ssragtop@aol.com

Vice PresidentButch Harviston
harviston.west@comcast.net

TreasurerMarianne Austin
quillback@clearwire.net

I SecretaryBonnie Ecker
I whriwind@comcast.net

I This news came to us from Kathy Goodwind:
One Less Kite in the Sky
Wanted to let you know that we have lost another mem
our kiting familyd
Elizabeth Checkley Manfredini.
fathers of WKA and a great original promoter of AKA.

Liz was always a wonderful supporter of all kitefliers.
She passed away Oct 2, 2011 after a long illness.

one line zingers.

g

She was the daughter Dave Checkley one of the founding

Anyone who met Liz loved her eyes and would remember h

I
|
|
|
b

I Membership Sylvia Bernauer
| dbrnl@earthlink.net

| Education Ken Conrad
| ken@greatwinds.com

Special Events Coordinators
Glenda Kleppin Jerry Graham
gmakleppin@usa.net / jlgraha@usa.net

ber

I Safety ChairmanScott Slater
Products Coordinatoflenn Austin

|
| . L
IYouth Liaison Kristian Slater
I WebmasterMorrie Williams
mmawilliams@comcast.net

Newsletter EditoarMarzlie Freeman
marzlie@centurylink.net

L—————————————

0 49



Memories of WSIKF 2011 watch him receive that award. Toby has since been taken
by Glenda Kleppin the wing of forme6™ Sensdlier and World ChampiorScott

The Kidso Day events this SULmNeoilegdst'EergRdnthi febrS Was filed whe

so many of the kids who have participated in these events r

h & both . d1th h d e me several kites he won at the Ocean Shores festiva
the year8 both as participants and then as helpessemed to summer to use for the Foster Grandparent fly.
suddenly have grown up.

There is the lovely and very growup Kirstie Hayes How

Special Kids ; ; . .
e ell | remember her playing with Susie at our campsite at the
Kristian Slater came on Monday of 2011 WSIKF so he cou hidbey Island festi\tjal )almg in recent years with Pgnd an
still say hedd never misseg_ 3 459 L&, Iflfgsq?uroiqun%

lifetime. Then he had to rush off to Montana where he is
attending college, studying math. Kristian was a participant
very first year we had the Foster Grandparent Fly, and the
ONLY kid who has ever NOT received a kite during the eve
(because he was so polite and kept letting other kids cut in
front of him). We totally ran out of kites, leaving him the onl)(
kid who did not get one. (Lesson learned: buy lots of extra
kites to have on hand, just in case.) But not to worry, he enig
up with 4 new kites before the festival was over! As | "
remember itLarry Zilar gave him a very nice kite after | told

ee a lot of the sport kite families at other festivals, but we

QFds, a premed student at Clark College. She is the costun

ady 6s b odas tdscoveledzod Saturday night at
IKF when | asked for her help. Be sure to Bske

mberg about that and about why Kristie posted his red

aced picture on Facebook.

him of the problem anBave Gomberggave him a Rok after There is our lovelAurora Authement. It was so great to see

Kristian had soundly trounced him in the Rok Battle. Memorgt least one returning kid this year for the Foster Grandpar
fails as to the source of the other two kites, but | was very fly. She came with her entire Girl Scout troop and they eag
grateful for all the kite folk who came through for me. flew one of the beautiful kites made for us this yeaAbyge
Kristian has been my helper for the event every year since. Hston. Her father Arnold, graciously took over as the field
has also been my most fait ”»
really missed hi@ no one to sneak up behind me and pick
up off the ground. Jerry a|
had made for him,th8u s i e 6 s S weé present eveny |
year during the
World Kite
Museum event
on Saturday
night to one
who webd
seen working
quietly behind
the scenes in
the kite
community
without
necessarily
having their
contributions :
adequately . director for the Kidsd Day
noticed and | faithful puppy players. Panda always looks forward to seei
rewarded. 4 her.

Wedd actually announced t he
PCKA fun fly so Kristian and his family could all be togethe

Helping set up aAnne Hustonkitel

award two weeks a d
rSome of you still may not know the name o t%eabeautﬁu}

to enjoy the congratulatio {:‘(g]gfsgvpé“@.” )(Vthow§'la|§|?]2|2rfei?srtg'

the notso-quiet Scott Slateraccepted the official presentatio . lzed) since t

of the award on Kristilborids yﬁ’é’}@é’lef ne?§it‘?ieﬂs‘:océ‘"rsgcggngwrﬁcﬂoﬁngr

Ryan King and she also is 0 may hot be a
to attend the festival in future years. She has been such a
There is our wonderfuloby Arndt , first broughtto WSIKF f ai t hf ul and entertaining
by Dick andGeorgean Curran He got his very first kite fromto miss her. Thank goodness termer grandkids are still
Butch Harviston during that first Foster Grandparent fly.  young enough to take part in the Foster Grandparents eve
Butch was so pleased to see it flying every day for the rest gt least there are a few kids | recognize who should be ba
the festival. As most of you probably know, Toby has since again next year.
gone on to become the National Indoor Kite Champion at the

2010 AKA convention. We were privileged to be there to

looked on.

(Continued on pagé)

to watch her competent help with the scoring process at
indoor events in recent years. Kirstie is another of our college

mistress the@ and really, really, really knows how to lace a

under

Davis, and is continuing to do great things in the kiting world,
including being the Indoor Coordinator for NWSKL. Topy is

h heM€
| last

'R o€ N

did

e

part

nts.
ck
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(Continued from pagg)

Foster Grandparent Fly

People who need special recognition for their special help i
the Foster Grandparent Fly are:

Sylvia Bernauer, who takes charge of registration for the
event each year, including printing of the forms to be filled
by fliers. She keeps me on track.

Anne Huston, who made nearly 7Blargaret Greger delta fe
kites to use in the fly. These were the first kites in the air and
the sight of this squadron of kites happily flying was a true g
inspiration to all and especially to the pictiua&ers. The
expressions on the faces of the kids were priceless.
Larry andPat ChristensenandCarl andDebbie Fitzgerald
who have taken on the task of getting pins each year for
Dawgy Dudewho is auctioned off each year at the WKA
dinner to raise money to buy kites for the next year. Dave a
worked hard to get donated kites for us and helped design
of the Kidsdéd Day pins. The
have spent Tuesday evening assembling kites for the Foster
Grandparent fly and they deliver them to the beach early th
next morning so they are all ready to fly! Larry also handed
pins this year, which greatly helped. a
Mary Farrell , who is always the first person to sign up to b a%/
Foster Grandparent. And who has probably taken more kid o
out to fly over the years than anybody else. She puts together
kites brought in at the last minute, fixes broken kites, and isorﬁ
right hand in making things run smoothly.

Yhe

ou

|ogs

e
iy

o]

u

up to help with the Foster Grandparent fly this year. Sever
them for the first time. So many of the older single line folk
who have helped over the years simply no longer have the
stamina to do it anymore and/or no longer even come to th

racious support and also thankd.isa Root for passing

along my plea for help to the league members. This event
would not be possible without the many kites and the cash
donated by kite folks each year, and | thank each of you fg
your generosity. Since the number of participants has grown
too large to depend on lastinute donations, | now arrange for

alSo provided for the event through the following kite shop

andBcé
ith free and/or reduced price kitddew Tech Kites Prism

generosity Revolution Kiteshas generously volunteered to

w many children participate in this event each year. Not
them manage to get signed up in spite of the efforts of many

Launny Herriges, thanks for passing out pins during the event
each year.

NWSKL (North West Sport Kite Leagusé really stepped
al of

e

stival. I candt thank th Spol

of kites to keep on hand. Free and/or low cost kites we

nd:; B

| mer6s F N
rovided u

Kite Sho e
Kite>§§everalsmanu

SOpPG

I
an Shores Fa?t'u%?ers?p

s; Premier Kites; andX-Kites. | thank them for their
for the privilege of designing the pins to be given away

e 2012 WSIKF, so be prep
want one of these special pins. It is hard to keep track

-~ AN people to get them to do s|o. I 6
Miriam Schafler, who was the original inspiration for the eeping track of numbers is to know how many pins | have to
Foster Grandparent fly when she showed up for the very firgtlve away for.the event and then counting how many are left at
Kids6 Day events with kit e:?hse‘ﬁ%nidns %I%B yré%?g H’h%}é etaiiof Ip?\f
kKdsnot by her! 1 thought nwhalyd Ik B thah 1HE ks idondd i nal " €W
event was born. Miriam has made kites to give away every only 20 pins left. You do the math! My original goal was to
year s_ince and has _usually been on the field herself to SUPELERR 100 kids With this event. In j.ust these few years, that
g]iiglwh%tgf gﬁi‘; ll(—lltaes/.iston Barb Hall. and theDermer number has tripled. Is it any wonder each year, once the initial
. e ) N S ) .rush is over, | simply stand and watch the kites flying in the
Family for their enthusiasm in providing kites and taking kld]sle|d with tears in my eyes? Thank you all for making this
outto fly them every year. dream come true. Each year, new special memories are
made during this event. [This 'y
three kids really stood out. Mom and Dad had absolutely
e no idea of the different kinds of kites and/or how to fly
them when they came. However, Mom really got into the
spirit and kept coming back to the registration tent asking
if she could fly a different kind of kite just to see how they
flew. By the end of the hour, she enthusiastically started
- helping other fliers. She came back at the end of the fly
MSE\QV practically crowing that| sheoc
| grandparent herself. Shefpd sec

7/

-

/| parts. He told her about the festival, so she brought the
| boys that summer and they all fell in love with kite flyin

she knew had already been returned to the tent once
because it did not fly right. So she went over and made
certain the child got a different kite which would fly. So,

Kidsdéd Camps

| had new kidhelpers this year for judging candpsakob
andNick Knight . Jerry had met their mothdtam, a
couple of years ago at Shucks where he was buying ¢

D

The three of them are now flying sport kites, the boys
entered their first competition this year. So, of course,
(Continued on pagé)
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(Continued from pag8) their heads. Jakob had so much fun with the beads, he sp
boys volunteered to help us judge the camps. As always, rest of the afternoon with me near the 4itaking booth

although the kids are accompanied and somewhat guided Ipugting beads on folk while | let kids reach into my magic b
couple of adults, they are the ones who make the final and pull out a stuffed animal. | was exhausted by the end
decisions as to who gets which ribbons! day, but I really think the Fairy Godmother has the very be

Ryan King earned a ribbon, as she has every year. Ribbongob at WSIKF. A year ago, several people joined me in giv

also went to th€ole kids who were next to tHeiratescamp things away and | welcome anybody who wants to join me

a nd LittleoVicd . T h-eut frhilg, hodvever, was the years to come. | always have extra pairs of wings! | also

Kirby family, more newbies, who did not plan on setting upwselcome donations for my magic babing-hint!)

camp, but jumped right in and set up their own little camp . .

then spent the next couple of days playing with kites on chWor::Ir gg?\igﬂruasr?éjr?ongK?é

beach. Speaking of the camps, | was sad to see several of I P

camps which have been regular favorites over the years WELE .t The awards are based on manv thinas. including th

no longer set up this past year. | missed the lovely red,whl?e ) ythings, in Ing

and blue camp set up each year byhgs Their health no péople do on the beach to encourage kids to enjoy kites,

P P y . . combined with a popular vote. Those who vote are also ag

longer allows them to put out the effort that went into settlnqo fate the reason for their vote and | give the ballots to th

up the camp and they even sold the items from their display(m,% received the votes so they will know what they are do

least she was able to help me judge camps this year. Missi s been noti cye d  a s eraSy o e

also, this year, was the wonderful camp usually set up by |O(1% ver 60) was last ype a FT”)DS

time attendees from the San Diego a@aath_lll Gang. Glenn Austin. So glad we could send him off with a bang.

However, they were a lot of help to me during the Foster 5V e i v Mlarianhe. s pweirfmé Ssi on t

Grandparent fly, for which | thank them. Their group has been 9 . ' PVl ’ o

attending WSIKF for several more years than Jerry and | h C\?e‘f’u’ which goes with the award, until next August his
9 y y onor. TheTop Kid award went to his good frier@arrett

Fairy Godmother Babst, the grandson afames Babstwvho made Glenn a

A few years ago, | started wandering around with my fairy beautiful red, white, and blue kite last year.

wings after the Saturday Parade of Colors, just for fun. TheS usiebdbs Spirit Award

first year | did it,Richard Dermer handed me a box of Harry : .

Potter wands which had been donated. | had such a blast 'ﬁ/sml stated above, the award this yezr Wi/mgs;'arn SSIaterz]r e

r n

those away | 6ve given out %qgldqg.nfe\t/.rt?re mﬁ?% si nce
decided the Fairy Godmother should lead a bunch of kids intd u’? dsn"’(‘)r;dh;:/e“fe e?]et'hg ;}%{1‘; W‘*i:hoft ﬁisnir? ut gn‘é Iythan
the Parade of Colors, gotta get these kids involved if we waﬁllfr)n for his efforts and humor P

new blood in the kite community. We had to change the route '
of the parade because of the wind, Robin Haasjust moved Other Saturday night memories:

me around so we were out of the way of the main part of th  pavid Gombergd red faced and tongue tied.

parade. Thank goodnelskary Farrell came through again by.” Jerry Graham andJeremy Percevabidding against
helping. | kept track of the numbers for this event in a different o1 other for the two koi (donated by Bemesfamily)

way. Mary and | handed out small streamers to each child. I ¢4, the second year. They both have a large school of
started out with 50 and had 1 left. We also gave each child critters now, although | think Jerry may have more anc

Mardi Gras beads provided by the WSIKF committee. lwas  ¢yme of his koi are larger. Now they both are ready fo
very pleased with my little band of kids! And, just to top things major fish fly.

off, Jakob Knight, who had carried a banner in the parade, Shenanigans with the gift basket donated each year b
decided to join me and put beads on each of the participants 3 Gl enda the Good Witechb?d
they came off the field. | so enjoyed watching all those tall kjite .

folk bend down so 9 year old Jakob could put the beads over Good food, good friends, and winning several items in

raffle, silent auction, and loud auction. What fun!
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This photo shows it was
great kite flying day, it
was good sky, full of
kites.

All photos for this article
were provided by
Jerry Graham




Kite Clubs

Associated Oregon Kiters

Contact:Deb Cooley

Email: tucoolkites@earthlink.net

PO Box 25616, Portland OR 97298
Membership includes 5 issues per year newsletter
Ben Franklin Kite Society

Contact Larry Zilar

509-627-6751or email: zilarim@-charter.net
Lavender Winds Kite Club

Brian Bradley

email: KiteBear@aol.com

meet 2nd Sunday, noon in Long Beach, WA
Lilac City Wind Chasers

Contact Bill Cox

509-327-79740r

email: cxbil@aol.com

Starting in June meet fir§undayof the month in Sky Prairie Whidbey Island Kite Flyers
Park, W. Strong Rdust east of N Five Mile Rd, Spokane, WBontact Allen or Marjorie Taylor

NW Fighter Kite Association

meets 3rd weekend of every month, location varies.
More info: www.fighterkites.org

Northwest Sport Kite League

Contact Bud Hayes

email: bud@thehayesplace.com Calendar at www.nwskl.ogmail: region10@aka.kite.org Regional: www.aka.kite.org

Peninsula Breeze Blenders

Contact Bill Rogers or Lisa Ryan

email: lisaryan@mail.com or billrogers@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Wednesday every nigriEire Station Loxie EganBlvd.
Pierce County Kiteflyers Assn

President: Bob Wendt

Puyallup, WA 98374, 258486325 (home)

staff@pcka.info Calendar atvww.pcka.info

Squalicum Kite Flyers
Contact Mike Button 360337380 email: kitel02@aol.com
Fun fly every Wednesday & Sunday afternoons during day
savings time until sunset

Zuanich Point Park, Squalicum Harbor. Bellingham WA
Washington Kitefliers Assn.

Contact: Rick White

email: ssragtop@aol.com

Address on back page of newsletter

Membership includes issues per year newsletter
Westport Windriders

Contact Marla Miller

253752-7051

email: kytpepl2@aol.com

meets 4th Saturday every month at Grayland Beach,
followed by potluck at Willapa Grange Hall

3606789358

Meets 3rd Saturday AprOct usually at Fort Casey
American KitefliersAssociation

Contact Theresa Noreliud®Regional Director
360-904-1424

region10 or www.aka.kite.org
British Columbia Kitefliers Assn.
PO Box 755

101-1001W. Broadway
Vancouver, BC Canada V6H 4E4
Membership: $20 (CDN)
Includes quarterly newsletter
www.bcka.bc.ca

www.worldkitemuseum.com

P.O. Box 964
303 Sid Snyder Drive
Longbeach, WA 98631

Phone: 360-642-4020
Fax: 360-642-4020
info@ worldkitemuseum.com

Gasworks|ParkiKite]Shop

3420 Stone Way N. Seattle, WA 98103
Call for hours! (206)6334780

Newsletter

WASHMINGTON KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION J
The Newsletter of the Washington Kitefliers
Association is published five times yearly.
Subscriptions are part of membership in the
WKA.

The WKA Maling Address is:
Washington Kitefliers Association
Pacific Science Center

200 2nd Ave N
Seattle, WA 98109-4816

Editor: Marzlie Freeman

marzlie@centurylink.net

Non-solicited articles are always encouraged.
Notification is required if contribution is
submitted to any other publication. Return of
materials must be requested along with a
stamped self-addressed envelope.

Advertising rates and information sheets are
available upon request.

Accuracy of contents rests with the individual
contributor, the WKA Newsletter being held
harmless in the event of any error. The views
presented in the WKA Newsletter are not
necessarily the views of the editor, or the
Washington Kitefliers Association.
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Whidbey Island Kite Festival September 2011  went over. But 5 minutes and it was done. The sun came ¢
and the winds were then steady from the west for the rest

What a great festival this year!! We really lucked out on theafternoon. So the raffle drawing was done during some of
weather, despite some pretty gloomy predictions. We did sé@pt wind of the weekend!!

on a sunny Friday with tempgkdglifdcRafiended(antl &t€ndahtPifs] were'a hitt

remarkable to see a blankaBre field take shape with markedinis year. Among the winners web®nna Wendt Dan &
fields and the large raffle tent. Bonnie Ecker, Debbie Fitzgerald Robin Haas Cari King ,

To understand the Whidbey RNdkaryChristengen.aife werembegsed tojhaMpiglie h e
know the field is wide open to Puget Sound from the southWégemanvisiting us to be able to help judge the category h
to the northwest. The south end of the field, however, is  in memory of John.

bordered by a large hill with a tall forest. So we geta bit  1he raffle tent held many goodies this year. Lots (and lots)
nervous when hearing the wind will come from the south,  ite fabric donated by Texlon. Among the special items we

which is the prevailing direction during fall and winter. _ re-gifting by Mary Fincher of the 2009 Whidbey logo kite
Summer, it comes from the west and northwest. The fest|va(|,+§dde bySamandCariKing) whi ch had be
on the cusp between the two seasons. personal collection] o h n F r eweniepidoptsra

We had good wind and weather on Saturday. Despite Freemanicusdonated by Marzlie; and the square diamond
predictions for a SE wind, we had windd6 mph from the 2011 Whidbey logo kite made I@ari King. Truly great kites,
NW. Sometimes a |little IlighRk, but wedll gladly take

with sun and temperatures in the high sixties. Teddy bears vjic Espheterbrought his pin collection and wowed a lot of
were parachuted in thierry Fincher memorial teddy bear people whood never IskaedQuads u

drop, and even the large kites flew a good part of the day. ¢ame down from Canada and entertained the crowd all da
The Saturday indoor competition was a little light on Saturday and as best they could Sunday. Lots of used kite
competitors, but there were many who did demos, so the cremild

was thrilled, as usuaDick Curran wa's @i n t he \gafe ﬁp%rec?aﬁbé’ &ob Wénlt andRobin Haas who
home first place. came to lend their announcing expertise; andDiam Haigh,

For Sunday, the predictions were pretty threatening: SSE Who stepped into the Chief Judge position for the sport kite

winds 2025 mph and 90% chance of rain. The somewhat Competition.
milder actual SE winds were pretty squirrely, burbling over th@in all. a wonderful weekend, full of seeing our dear kitin

trees. So it was pretty challenging to fly kites, the wind woulgiengs. Thanks to all of you who support the Whidbey fest
shift direction from minute to minute. Sport k|te. SCOres on  thrgugh your attendance, donations, service, or all of the
Sunday reflected the conditions. We had no rain most of thgpqoye.

day, until about 3 pm, when it just dumped on us as a system
Marjorie Taylor
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PCKA / WKA Christmas Party Highlights

One of the goals of the party is to raise money for the
Despite a |last minute sche Wealheidayfeqdpagnkanfethe World Kite Musgug.a r 6
PCKA / WKA Christmas Party set new records in a When we finally finished setting up we had six long
number of areas. Over 70 kitefliers, friends and family ~ tables and a bit of wall space packed with bag raffle
got together for an evening of fun and friendship. This at items. All of the attendees were extremely generous with
least equaled the turnout last year as the largestinmy  their donations. | also want to thank several corporate
experience over the last seven years. We were adding ~ donors for their support. Gomberg Kite Productions
tables right up to the last minute. We also had a chance International, Revolution Kites, Prism Kites, Ocean
to meet some new fliers to the area. Syn and Tak Shore Kites and Texlon Corporation were very
Omega from Anchorage Alaska now live in the Auburn generous. Look for a lot of_new stuff in the air this year. .
area. They had never flown indoor before but appeared ~ Donna and I went crazy with the Gomberg coupon and if
to pick it up quickly. Tak is a past president of the Alaska €ven a small fraction of the 540 yards of Texlon fabric
Kitefliers so | expect to see a lot of them in the near gets made into kites it will be impressive. Also look for
future. Brenda and Andy Sias even closed their store ~ Jerry and Marcia Cannon to start flying indoor pairs

for the day at Ocean Shores Kites so their family could ~ Since they now each have Prism 4-Ds. All together we
join us. raised $1236 for the food

$840 and $325 for the WKM, up from $255 last year.
As usual, the food was exceptional and abundant. If
anyone went home hungry it was their own fault!! Special We will be doing this again next December, so keep it in
thanks go to Heather Thomas and Al Fernandez for mind for a great chance to fly, learn and just have fun
doing the turkeys and to Glenda Kleppin for preparing ~ With a lot of really neat people.
both hams. This dinner is always an adventure in trying
the huge variety of other dishes and desserts that Bob Wendt

everyone brings. President, PCKA

bank
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Photos from the December PartyDgnna Wendt

Northwest Sportkite League Annual Meeting

Saturday March 31st, 2012
Location: South Hill Library
5420 Meridian
Puyallup, WA 98374
There will be two very informative and interesting
seminars... whether you are a current competitor, want to
be a competitor, want to learn more about competing,
want to learn how to create and fly a ballet with your kite
for your own enjoyment to make kite flying more
interesting and fun, or to understand about how judging is
done.
"Ballet” - presented byVayne Turner
"Judging"- presented b$cott Davis
More information will be forthcoming in the future..but
for now. plan to join us at this event.

New kite fliers, old kite flierd8 come join us!!
Questions? Scott Davis mirecat@comcast.net
Lisa Root, NWSKL Secretary

-~ Gl enn Austinds Megmorial Sedfvice

-

=)
X

Sylvia Bernauerwas there and says the
service was amazing, it was very
comforting to those of his friends and
family who were left behind.

Ed. Note: This is a very unique floral
kite and | know he would have loved it.

Glenda Kleppin writes about
something special to be done in his

memory: She had purchased a couple of
theKarl Longbottom Doves at WSIKIj
andMarianne Austins ai d s h e 8 i

geft tshenediofne&ralr!l 6s doves fly

Tak Omegawith his pet |}
duck in the pet carry bag}
itds not pa

great for Marianne to them.
memorial service and she is sure we will be seeing lots of tije
during the next year. a con
Marianne showed up at Golden Gardens on January 1st to pin

us for the annual Up the Bowls fly, we started talking about
possible ways of spreading J[Gl enn
including a modified teddy bear drdfen Conrad had been

flying his radio controlled,

motorized kite around and |

went to Ken anfjd t ol
come up with a special job for

Rick White him. When I toffd hiri
Dick Curran come up with, e sai
be honored to do it. So, keep
Best head eye on thaVi n _d r i neves -‘| S
dress at the this ceremony will probably takf
> place at one of their monthly
party’ meetings at Grfay!l ant
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